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23, (1) Where an offence under this Act has been committed by a company, every  Offences by
person who at the time the offence was comunitted was in charge of, and was responsible to,  compames,
the company for the conduct of the business of the company, as well as the company, shall

* be deemed to he guiity of the offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and
punished accordingly:

Provided that nothing contained in this sub-section shall render any such person
liable to any punishment provided in this Act, if he proves that the offence was committed
without his knowledge or that he had exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission
of such offence.

(2} Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (7)), where an offence under
this Act has been committed by & company and it is proved that the offence has been
committed with the consent or connivance of, or is attributable to, any neglect on the part
of any director, manager, secretary or other officer of the company, such director, manager,
secretary or other efficer shall also be deetned to be guilty of the offence and shall be
liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly.

Explanation.—For the purpose of this section—

(g} “company” means any body corporate and includes a firm or other
association of individeals; and
(&) *Director”, in relation to a firm, means a pariner in the firm.

24. No court shall 1ake cognizance of any offence under this Act except on a  Cognizance of
complaint made by the appropriate Government or an officer authorised in this bohalf by  offences.
such appropriate Government or, as the case may be, the statistics officer, and no court
inferior to that of a Metropolitan Magistrate or a Judicial Magistrate of the first class
ghall try any offence punishable under this Act.

_ 25. No prosecution for an offence committed by any informant shall be instituted  Sanction fer
except by or with the sanction of the statistics officer, and no prosecution for an offence prosecution
committed by persons other than informants shall be instituted except by or with the consent o7 offence.
of the appropriate Government.

2 of 1974, 26. Notwithstanding anything contairied in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, Power of
all offences under this Act shall be tried in a summary way by a Judicial Magistrate of the ~ court to ty
first class or by a Metropolitan Magistrate and the provisions of sections 262 to 263 (both ::i’::wﬂy
inclusive) of the said Code shall, as far as may be, apply to such trial: ‘

Provided that when in the course of, a summary trial under this section it appears to
the Magistrate that the nature of the case is such that it is, for any reason, undesirable to try
the case summarily, the Magistrate shall after hearing the parties, record an order to that
effect and thereafter recall any witness who may have been examined and proceed to hear
or rehear the case in the manner provided by the said Code,

CHAFTERY
Power [N RESPECT OF CORE STATISTICS

27. Without prejudice to the provisions contained in this Act, the Central Government  Power in
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, declare from time to time any subject for the  respect of
collection of statistics of national importance as “core statistics’ and make such ::’a‘;?sticq
arrangement, as it may consider necessary, for regulating the collection and dissemination )
of statistics on the subject so declared.

CHAPTER VI
MISCELLANEOUS
28. The Central Government may give directions to any State Government or Union  Power Lo give
territory Administration or to any local government that is to say Panchayats or directions.
Municipalities, as to the carrying into execution of this Act in the State or Union territory
or Panchayats or Municipalities, as the case may be.
29. Any statistics officer and any persont authorised for the collection of statistics  Public
or preparation of official statistics under the provisions of this Act shall be deemed to be  SETvans.
45 of 1860.  a pubiic servant within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860.
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Bar of 30. No civil court shall have jurisdiction to entertain any suit or proceeding in respect

jurisdichion. of any matter which the appropriate Government or the statistics officer or the agency is
empowered by or under this Act to determine, and no injunction shall be granted by any
court or other authority in respect of any action taken or to be taken in pursuance of any
power conferred by or under this Act.

Pratection of 31. No suit or other legal proceedings shall lie against the appropriate Government

action taken ¢ goency or any statistics otficer or other officers or employees in respect of anything

i faith. e . . . .
o good falh. pich is in good faith done or intended to be done-in pursuance of this Act or the rules or

directions issued thereunder.
Overriding 32. The provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconststent
effeet. therewith contained in any other law for the time being in force except in relation to the

conduct of human population census as per the directions, if any, isseed under the Censos

Act, 1948. 37 of 1948
Power 1 33. (1) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette. maks
make rules.

rules for carrying out the provisions of this Act.

(23 In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, the
Central Government may make rules under this section for all or any of the following
matters, namely:—

() principles for coordinating as effectively as possible to achieve the
objectives of section 3 including nomination and registration of statistics officers
by the Central Government and also to avoid unnecessary duplication in the collection
of statistics;

(b) the terms, conditions and safeguards under which any person or agency or
company or organisation or association may be engaged by the appropriate
Government for the purpose of collection of statistics under sub-section (1) of
section 4;

{c) principles for prescribing the form and manner in which the information
may be required to be furnished;

(d) principles for prescribing the manner in which the right of access to
documents and the right of entry conferred by section & may be exercised; and

{¢) any other matter which is to be or may be prescribed under this Act.

(3) Every rule made by the Central Government under this Act shall be laid, as soon

as may be after it is made, before each House of Parliament, while it is in session, for a

- total period of thirty days which may be comprised in one session or in two or more

successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session immediately following the

sessian or the successive sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any modification

in the rule or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rute shalt thereafter

have effect only in such modified form or be of no etfect, as the case may be; so, however,

that any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything
previously done under that rule.

Repeal aand 34. () The Collection of Statistics Act, 1953 is hereby repealed. 32 of 1953

savIngs. (2) Notwithstanding such repeal, anything done or any action taken under the said
Act shall be deemed to have been done or taken under the comresponding provisions of
this Act.
(#) All rules made under the said Act shall continue to be in force and operate till
new rules are made under this Act.
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